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SUBJ: REPORTED ANNOUNCEMENT OF COMMERCIAL TIES WITH CUBA 

REF: MAISTO/KLEBENOV TELECON FEB 3 

1) EMB UNABLE CONFIRM FBIS REPORT (WHICH WE HAVE NOT SEEN) 

THAT MINISTER OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT JORGE RAMIREZ OCAMPO 
ANNOUNCED THAT COLOMBIA HAS DECIDED TO RENEW COMMERCIAL 
RELATIONS WITH CUBA. ON JAN 31. WHEN STATEMENT ALLEDGEDLY 
MADE. RAMIREZ WAS IN CARACAS FOR MEETING INVOLVING ECLA, 

WHERE HE ALSO HAD INTERVIEW WITH PRESIDENT PEREZ. UPON 
RETURN TO COLOMBIA HE IS QUOTED AS SAYING ECLA EXPERTS 
MEETING IN BOGOTA MARCH 1 1-15 WILL BE OF "SPECIAL IMPORTANCE". 

2. NO ANOUNCEMENT CONCERNING CUBA REPORTED IN BOGOTA 
PRESS AND GOC TRADE OFFICIAL DENIES ANY WAS MADE. POSSIBLY 
RAMIREZ REFERRED PUBLICLY IN VENEZUELA TO GOC DECISION IN 
LATE DEC TO REMOVE PROHIBITIONS ON EXPORTS TO CUBA BY MULTINA- 
TIONAL CORPORATIONS OPERATING IN COLOMBIA, WHICH COULD BE STRETCHED 
TO CONSTITUTE "COMMERCIAL RELATIONS". AS MEMBER OF ECLA, CUBA 
MAY BE REPRESENTED AT BOGOTA MEETING IN MARCH, THOUGH THERE 
NO MENTION OF THIS HERE. 
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